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Process Overview

1. Submit a Project Pitch
https://seedfund.nsf.gov/project-pitch/

• Receive an official invitation to submit a full proposal
2. Register your company

• You’ll need to register on 3 sites
3. Prepare your proposal

• The SBIR/STTR Solicitation is your guide
4. Submit your proposal before 5 p.m. (your local time) 
on the window closing date.

• November 22, 2022 - March 1, 2023
• March 2, 2023 - July 5, 2023
• July 6, 2023 - November 1, 2023

https://seedfund.nsf.gov/project-pitch/


seedfund.nsf.gov



Register Your Company

Complete Three Registrations!

1. System for Award Management (SAM)

2. Research.gov 

3. Small Business Administration (SBA) 
Company Registration



Registration is FREE.



1. Register

Two-step Process

Research.gov
• Register in Research.gov

• Prepare and upload your proposal in 
Research.gov

seedfund.nsf.gov/apply



The Solicitation

SBIR/STTR Phase I Solicitation

It contains everything you need to know about 
how to prepare and submit your proposal.

SBIR/STTR Solicitation – NSF 23-515
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2023/nsf23515/nsf23515.htm

It’s your decision whether to apply for SBIR 
or STTR….

https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2023/nsf23515/nsf23515.htm


SBIR v. STTR at the National Science Foundation

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR)

Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR)

• No partnership requirement 
• The applicant small business must 

perform a minimum of 66.6% of the 
research, as measured by the budget

• Requires a partnership with an eligible not-for-
profit research institution.

• The applicant small business must perform a 
minimum of 40% of the research, as 
measured by the budget, and a minimum of 
30% must be performed by a single partner 
research institution.



Prepare your proposal

Everything you need is in Section V.



Prepare your proposal

Project Description (15 pages MAXIMUM)

• Elevator Pitch (no more than one page) 

• Commercial Opportunity (recommended length: 1-3 pages)

• The Technical Solution (recommended length: 2-4 pages)

• Company/Team (recommended length: 1-3 pages) 

• Technical Discussion and R&D Plan (minimum length: 5 pages, 

recommended length: 5-6 pages)

• Broader Impacts (1-2 pages)



Prepare your proposal

Budget, supplementary documents, etc. Section V.



Proposal Submission

Use www.research.gov

http://www.research.gov/


Scroll down for 
Frequently Asked Questions and 
the Proposal submission guide

Important Links:
https://seedfund.nsf.gov/resources/applicants/

https://seedfund.nsf.gov/resources/applicants/


Review Criteria (Full Proposals)

Intellectual Merit
• Innovative (i.e., novel and differentiable new approach that will 

solve a big ongoing problem)
• High-technical risk requiring R&D to prove out

Broader Impacts
• Potential to benefit society and contribute to the achievement of 

specific societal outcomes

Commercial Potential
• Market/customers and value proposition identified
• Company/team suited to focused on commercialization 
• Sustainable competitive advantage, credible business model
• NSF funding will “move the needle”



Timeline for reviews and funding

Review timing after the close of the window:

1-3 months after ---->
Applications undergo merit review.

4-6 months after ---->
We'll notify you whether your proposal
is accepted or declined.

5-6 months after ---->
If your proposal is accepted, you’ll
receive funding of up to $275,000.



Funding Phases

Phase I
Feasibility Research

6-12 Months
$275,000 Phase II

Research Toward
Prototype

24 Months
$1,000,000

Phase IIB
Third-Party Investment Plus 

1:2 NSF Match 
(up to $500,000)



Reminders

1. Registrations take time; start these ASAP!

2. Read the Proposal Submission Guide for help 

submitting your proposal 

(https://seedfund.nsf.gov/how-to-submit/)

3. Call or email Research.gov with any technical issues 

(1-800-381-1532 or rgov@nsf.gov)

4. Initiate the full proposal process in Research.gov as 

soon as possible (even before writing anything!)

5. Don’t sweat the (budget-related) small stuff

6. You’re not done until you’re assigned a proposal 

number of the form “23xxxxx” 

https://seedfund.nsf.gov/how-to-submit/
mailto:rgov@nsf.gov


Join us as a reviewer
(if you are not planning to have a proposal under review in the near future)

https://seedfund.nsf.gov/resources/review/

https://seedfund.nsf.gov/resources/review/


Interested in becoming part 
of our team?

We’re Hiring Program Directors!

Visit the TIP website for position description.
https://beta.nsf.gov/tip/latest/careers

TO APPLY: 
Send your resume and cover letter to: 

TIJobs@nsf.gov

mailto:TIJobs@nsf.gov


Research.gov and Proposal Submission Questions:

rgov@nsf.gov or 800-381-1532

SBIR/STTR Programmatic Questions:

sbir@nsf.gov

https://seedfund.nsf.gov
@NSFSBIR

mailto:rgov@nsf.gov
mailto:sbir@nsf.gov
https://seedfund.nsf.gov/
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